Research Contracts and IP Services, University of Cape Town, presents a

Minding the Gap:

Heart Surgery for The Many

• Rheumatic Heart Disease affects more people than
HIV - many of them are children and adolescents
• 100x more patients in need of open heart surgery in
developing world than in industrialised countries
• 1 billion people in Africa have as many heart centres
available as there are private ones in Cape Town
alone
• High-tech first world surgery caters for ‘The Few’.
Simple ‘Closed Heart’ Procedures hold the key to
‘Closing the Gap’
Over a glass of wine, Peter Zilla will talk about these challenges and the 21st century
solutions. He will encourage lively debate and discussion around this topic – all in the
tradition of a Café Scientifique.

Peter Zilla is a known expert in the field of tissue engineering of cardiovascular implants. He is currently focussed on making replacement heart
valves last longer in the young patients of Africa. As Christiaan Barnard
Professor, he turned the Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery into a
main training centre for heart surgeons in Africa. In 2008 he co-founded
a UCT spin-off company (SAT) who’s goal is to make heart surgery accessible for the millions in need.
Peter Zilla is the Christiaan Barnard Professor
and Head of Department of Cardiothoracic
Surgery at Groote Schuur Hospital and Red Cross
Children’s Hospital. He also serves as Director of
both the Cardiovascular Research Unit, University of Cape Town and the MRC Cape Heart
Group. In addition he acts as CEO, Strait Access
Technologies (SAT) and holds numerous
patents.
Along with the Café Scientifique event, you will be
welcome to view the current
exhibition at the gallery.

Date: Tuesday 14th April 2015
Time: 6 for 6:30 to 8pm
Venue: The Irma Stern Museum
Address: Cecil Road, corner of Chapel
Road, Rosebank
Tel: 021 650 4015
RSVP: Please email
UCTcafescientifique@gmail.com if you
are interested in attending, indicating
number of people. Please note that
numbers are strictly limited. If space is
available, an admission ticket will be sent
to you.

Cafe Scientifique is made possible through the
generous sponsorship of Spoor & Fisher.

